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Vichakhnu Gita
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Bhishma said,

In this connection (of harmlessness), is cited an old narrative recited by king Vichakhnu
through compassion for all creatures.
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Beholding the mangled body of a bull, hearing the exceedingly painful groans of the kine in a

cow-slaying sacrifice, and observing the cruel Brahmins gathered there for assisting at the
ceremonies, the king, lamented with the following utterances.
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When the slaughter had commenced, the words expressive of a blessing (to those helpless

animals) ‘Let there be a fortune to all the kine in the world." were pronounced by the
monarch; who continued in the protest.
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Only those who are transgressors of defined limits of the righteousness, destitute of
intelligence, atheists, sceptics, and desirous of the acquisition of celebrity through sacrifices
& religious rites; speak highly of the slaughter of animals in sacrifices.

HAFHEARET & THicHT e |

FARTIE R SRt T = 1 4

The righteous-souled Manu has commended (the observance of) harmlessness in all religious
routines. But urged by their mere desire & attachment of the fruit, men slaughter animals
only on the outer alter of the sacrifice.
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Hence, guided by authority of the scriptures (in respect of slaughter viz. abstention from
slaughter or harmlessness) wise-one should decide the true course of duty which is

exceedingly subtle. Conversant with the religious-practise, Harmlessness to all creatures is
considered as the highest of all duties.



IUTSY AT ea fedt dehar: i |
IR SN FAU: FEead: || © ||
Observing the rigid vow of fasting and disregarding the indicated fruits of Vedic-rituals, one

must regard a conduct with selfish motive as improper conduct because seeking the fruits
with selfish motive is mere wretchedness.
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Reverentially mentioning, sacrifices, cutting trees for sacrificial stakes, & eating meat by
men, is not in vain; this practice, however, is not worthy of applause.
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Wine, fish, honey, meat, alcohol, and preparations of rice and sesame seeds, have been

introduced by cunning-ones; the use of these (in sacrifices) is not mentioned in the Vedas.
The hankering after these has aroused from pride, delusion, and cupidity.
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The true Brahmins realise the presence of Vishnu in every sacrifice; whose worship also

should be made with agreeable rice boiled in milk and flowers as have been mentioned in the
Vedas.
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(The leaves and flowers of) such trees as have been indicated in the Vedas should be used in
the sacrifice. Whatever oblations & offerings sanctified by the persons of pure hearts,

cleansed natures and those eminent for knowledge and holiness, are all worthy of being
offered to the Supreme Deity and not unworthy of His acceptance.
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Yudhishthira said,

The body, all sorts of dangers and calamities are continually at war with each other. How,
therefore, will a person who is totally free from the desire, but out of the fear of harming
others becomes unable to take up any profession, will succeed in keeping up his body?
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Bhishma said,

One should, when able, acquire merit and act rigorously in such a way that in the process
nobody should meet with the death or languish.
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